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BEN ODA REMEMBERED 
BY ANDREW HELFER 


You probably never thought twice 
about Ben Oda. He was never 
interviewed by the fanzines. He was 
never the guest of honor at a comics 
convention. Fans never begged him 
for his autograph. The spotlight never 
touched him. And there's probably a 
very good reason for that. Ben Oda was 
neither writer nor artist nor comic book 
creator. He was just one of the 
hundreds of people who put the 
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda 
waa, to put it simply, a letterer. 

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An 
exclusive group. We kept its very 
existence a secret. Instead of calling it 
"The Ben Oda Fan Club,” we called it 
DC Comics. To us, Ben was not only 
our favorite comic book letterer; he 
was also our favorite human being. 
And when he passed away ailew weeks 
ago, we all became acutely aware of a 
space in our lives that would never 
again be filled. 

Ben Oda was one of an ever- 
dwindling group of comic book 
professionala—the “old timers.” He 
worked on comics in their infancy, 
through their heyday, and right into 
the present. In the forties, his 
distinctive lettering style graced the 
pages of Jack Kirby's early work. Inthe 
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed 
hand-lettering for his now-famous EC 
war comics, Ben was the man asked to 
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do it. He was a letterer for the Chicago 
Tribune and King Features 
Syndicate, regularly turning out 
pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan 
Annie, The Phantom, and others too 
numerous to mention. And until mere 
days before he left us, Ben was also the 
moat prolific letterer working at DC 
Comics. 

Those are the facts—they're easy to 
tell. What's hardertoexplainistheway 
Ben touched us all—every day o! his 
life. 

Among other letterers, Ben was the 
acknowledged master—I remember 
Tom Orzekowski's delight over being 
introduced to him some years ago; and 
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's 
work with a comprehensiveness that 
Ben found both flattering and 
confusing. He never quite understood 
why anyone would give his work a 
second glance—as far as he was 
concerned, his job was simply to make 
the writer and artist look as good as 


possible. 

And that’s exactly what Ben did so 
well—twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, or so it seemed. Ben 
would come into the DC offices every 
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you 
could set your clock to it) with a 
staggering numberof lettered pages. If 
you had a book that needed to be 
lettered overnight, you just gave it to 
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for 
granted. He was the ultimate pinch- 
hitter, and he got the DC team out of 
more than one deadline jam. But, like 
most pinch-hitters, he seldom received 
the praise he deserved. 

And as much as we'd all like to 
believe otherwise, Ben was no speed 
demon. He'd work long hours, sit 


last revealed! 

© Action Comics 568: In one of two 
stories, a magician’s illusions go 
haywirel 

© Detective Comics 551: More 
Darknight danger with the Batman, 
and all-out action with Green Arrow! 
© World's Finest 316: Cheapjack 
strikes again, but are Batman and 
Superman ready for him? 

© All-Star Squadron 46: Are super- 
powers in store for Liberty Belle? 


hunched over his drawing board late 
into the night, all to meet what he 
undoubtedly felt was a personal 
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in 
his desire to please and help out, he 
would push himself too far, and the 
strain would show. Often, the results 
were hilarious. Once in a while, 
Batman might ‘fight a warton crime,” 
and Superman might be referred to as 
"The Man of Seel.” We'd laugh 
together over Ben's occasional 
blooper, and seldom think about the 
sleepless nights he'd put in just to get 
the job finished. Again, we took him for 
granted. 

But when the job was finally done, 
Ben would sit himself down in one 
editorial office or another and just 
shoot the breeze. This was where you 
teally got to know and appreciate Ben. 
He could talk about practically 
anything—World War II and hia time 
in the service (he was 4 paratrooper, 5 
spy, and a part-time baseball player), 
his memories of comic book pros he'd 
worked with in the past, his family, the 
performance of various players on his 
Monday night bowling team, and the 
current state of the comic book field 
All his stories and opinions were 
delivered with such a keen sense of 
humor that you couldn't help but 
laugh. 

But there was more to Ben than just 
that When Ben told a story, he became 
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a 
homespun humorist with o shy smile 
that could melt ice. Dozens of wrinkles 
etched into his face, laugh lines 
mingling with the ones that simply 
come with age, Ben often seemed like 
an ancient yet humane sage, clways 
aware of the humor in life, and 
enjoying every minute of it. You had 
only to talk to Ben to see that this was 
true. His eyes would sparkle with life, 
and in an almost mystical 
transference, our eyes would sparkle 


And perhaps, when all is said and 
done, this was the most wonderful 
thing about Ben—hie uncanny ability 
to make us smile, to make us laugh, to 
lift us out of our late-afternoon 
doldrums with a simple anecdote or 
tall tale—to simply be Bon. Those were 
hia gifts to us, these were the things we 
took for granted, and these are the 
things we will miss the most 
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Thank youl The mail response to our 
first issue has been nothing short of 
overwhelming. We can't recall a first 
issue getting more mail than this in a 


space to mail on the first issue and next 
month we'll go to #2. 

By now major changes have happen- 
ed on the TV series; changes we only 
fearned about shortly before Christmas. 
Some characters have died, others have 
moved away from the storyline. in two 
months we will devote a special issue to 
sorting out how our comic ties in with 
the series. There will be a passage of 
some time, but everything will make 
sense in the end—we promise. And to 
those of you who worry that the comic 
might go away if the series is cancelled, 
we plan to be here for a long, long time. 

But for the moment, let's look at your 
comments on our premiere effort: 


eeree 


Dear V-Team, 

| just read number one and | give it 
three and a half stars. | really liked italot 
{though my four-star rating is reserved 
for STAR TREK). The art was fantastic 
and the story was great! Characteriza- 
tions, which I think are the hardest thing 
to capture in an adaptation, are perfect! 
Congratulations! 

Now, es for suggestions for future 
issues: though | love Donovan, Julie, 
Willie, and the rest of the familiar gang, ! 
would love to see stories about other 
rebels fighting other motherships. A 
Story about the Visitors’ homeworid 
would be superi Or how the Fifth 
Colurnn began and how it is working on 
other ships. 

Lori Anne Brown 
PO Box 1014 
Apopka, FL 32704-1014 


Dear Mr. Wolfman, 

Where to begin? Should | start by 
saying | am both apprehensive and over- 
joyed? Apprehensive because V is such 
8n enigma. When | first saw the mini- 
series |, too; was entranced. went 
beyond what most television science 
fiction shows end up being. | feel since 
Star Trek was cancelled, quality science 
fiction has been impossible to find on 


television. Kenneth Johnson, in creat- 
ing V, opened the doors of a genre which 
hadn't succeeded on television for so 
very long. Your undertaking of such a 
tightly-woven tale with en unbounded 
world of limitless possibilities is fright- 
ening. In its possibilities lie hidden many 
8 Pandora’s box. As there are many good 
directions to take, so are there bad. 

Hf your first issue is any indication, you 


ing a beat. You are also not hindered bya 
budget on your visual effects. 


wanted s weekly two-hour series! 
Over the past 18 months | have 
become a Visitorphile. | have collected 
the first two novels, I've taped the mini- 
series and the first three episodes, but 
when | heard that DC was coming out 
with @ V comic, words could not 


typically human reference to Luke Sky- 
walker! That is about the only thing 
missing from the mini-series, the 
human touch. | loved Ham Tyler and it 
was nice to see Chris again. 

ido, however, have a few questions to 
ask: Will you feature original plotlines 


- only or will you adapt some TV episodes? 


Maybe you could feature some events 
that happened during the year of 
Diana’s imprisonment. Will the staff 
that worked on “City on the Edge” be 
permanent? | hope so because they 
were torrifici 

In the interim, keep up the good work 
end watch out for Sirians bearing gifts. 


We plan only to have original stones, 
no episode or book adaptations at the 
moment. As for tlashbacks to thet un- 
recorded year, that’s always @ possi- 
bility. And yes. our creative team of Cary 
Bates, Carmine Infantino, Tony 
DeZuniga, and Michele Wolfman willba 
here every month. The only change 
since the beginning is in letterers— 
John Costanza is too busy to do this title 
every month, 80 we turned it over to the 
lovely Carrie Spiegle. Also, thisis a good 
time to thank Tod Smith, our VIGILANTE 
artist, for tilling intor Carmine this issue 
and last. Carmine hed to complete the 
RED TORNADO mini-series, and Tod 
was more then happy to step in. He 
reports he had a fot of fun drawing this 
story and we think it shows. 


Dear Mr. Wolfman, 

1 like @ man who gets what he wents 
2nd what you've got has to be one of the 
best new books to premiere in 84. 
Lavish enough praise for any premiere 
issue, but to produce a work of this 
quality while the show is on the air, and 


keeping the internal continuity that 
won't interfere with the show's story- 
line while staying true to the premise ... 
whew! But could | really expect any- 
thing less? Never! And you delivered 
admirably. ; 

The characterizations were particu- 
larly enjoyable and true to type. The 
artwork—especially pages 7, 8, 13, and 
14 and the crashing shuttlecraft se- 
quence on page 18—brilliant at its best, 
inspired st other times. However, you 
ought to watch it when it slips down to 
mere good like pages 4 and 10. Mr. 
ppt foarte to do his best work-on 

aris Faye Grant {the most 
typical dic” looking characters, { 
suppose), 


One point of contention: Ham Tyler 
eating garbage? Give me a break, OK? 
The man has obviously spent enough 
time ine countries like Et 
Salvador arid Nicaragua to know whata 
case of botulism or salmonella can doto 
a person: Other than that, nice job. And 
don’t Jet anyone do anything about his 
sense’ of humor—he wouldn't be the 
same shameless right-wing killer we've 
all come to know and love without it. 
Ooo Sandra K. Fulbright 
; 2340 Bimini Drive 

‘West Palm Beach, FL 33406 


jas 
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Dear Sir, 
| just purchased the first issue of V 
and would like to confirm that this. is 
indeed the very first of an excallent 
series. How may | begin a subscription 
to this series?’ 
Louisa Janus 
Route +1 Box 278 Sunset Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC 27107 
Subsefiption ‘information can be 
found every month on the first page. 
hidden away in thet small type calledthe 
indicia. : 
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Dear Cary, Carmine, and Tony: 

V #1. Not bad, but it could be better. 
The characters still need work, both in 
the writing and the art. But you've made 
an impressive start. 

I'm an avid fan of the V series and I'd 
tike to be able to say the, same for the 
comic. Ican‘t. Not yet. My reasons are as 
follows: 

First, you've brought back Chris into 
the comic. I'm not saying that you 
shouldn't create new characters or 
bring back old ones, but please, not him. 
The TV series gives s real sense of 
conflict and friendship between Ham 
and Donovan. They're a team. Now 
you've changed the team to Ham and 
Chris. 

Second, you've somehow mixed the 


themes of the mini-series and the show - 


together. The Visitors no longer profess 
to be mankind's friend, but. rather its 
worst enemy. Now you say they profess 
to be mankind's friends and that they 
are invading the Earth. That’s quite a 
contradiction. 

Finally, the idea of Ham eating the 
garbage is just plain silly! You can create 


8 good story without adding in such sick 
humor. 

Now, I'm not suggesting that you 
should just copy the series and not putin 
your own creative touches. What I'm 
saying is that there are certain themes 
in the series that must be followed. 
These themes make the series a 
success and could do the same for the 
comic. 

Well, that’s about it. Like I said, you've 
made an impressive start, but there’s 
Still room for improvement. 

Steve Potter 
Spruce Grove, Alberta TOE 2CO 


Canada — 
OK, OK.we promise never to feed Ham 
Tyler garbage again! 
Dear Resistence Wranglers, 


Ahi Issue #1 of V—the comic. I have 
been waiting fot this since! read about it 
in Starlog a while back. 

Cary, | haven't read any of your other 
comics before, but if this is any indica- 
tion, which itis; I'll look for some of your 
other works: I'm glad you brought Chris 
back, I'd forgotten hims Geod thinking. 

I've nevet really been a ‘Carmine 
Infantino fan; although I'm reasonably 
certain there is no truth to the rumor 
thet he uses a T-square to make jaw- 
bones. Tony's inks and Michele's colors 
help the art. immensely, but it is still 
Infantinonian in style. 

Overall, this book is a prime example 
of what a comic book should:be: So, in 
the words of A.C. Crispin: “May all your 
lizards be little ones.” 

Gary Olson 

The Flint Resistance 
220 Fitzner Drive 
Davison, Ml 48423 

Glad you like what Cary is doing. To 
see his other efforts, check out THE 
FLASH and the recent DC COMICS 
PRESENTS pairing Superman with 
Adam Strange 


Dear Mr. Wolfman, 

| just purchased the premiere issue of 
your new V comic book series and | 
thought | would pass along my sugges- 
tions for the future: 

1. Don't restrict yourself to using only 
the characters and settings from the 
television series. Unlike TV producers, 
you do not have to take budgeting into 
account. Your book should be able to 

“show much more sophisticated battle 
scenes than are possible on television. 
Show us the state of the war outside the 
Los Angeles area. 

2. Let's see a story or set of stories on 
the aliens’ home planet. Perhaps a 
group of V criminals could escape their 
prison, fly down to our planet, and be 
subdued only by @ temporary alliance 
between humans and lizards. 

3. Why not adapt V: East Coast Crisis 
into comic form? Hf a full adaptation is 
not possible, consider using some of the 
characters in a future story. 

Allin all, thought your first issue was 
a solid beginning for this series. tf Mr. 


Bates and Mr. Infantino are their usual 
innovative selves, this book will really be 


‘one to watch 


Chris Schillig 

4770 Anderson Ave 

Homeworth, OH 44634 

Much as we liked East Coast Crisis. 
an adaptation is out of the question at 
the moment, nor are we going to use any 
of the characters. They will return inaV 
novel set for release next summer. 
written by our friend Howard Weinstein 


seer 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


Next month Ham, Donovan, and 
company must stop the Visitors from 
gaining the upper hand in the battle for 
world domination. Will Dr. Hagen ruin 
their plans and hopes? it all comes to an 
astonishing conclusion. Then, as 
promised, we will take a breather of 
Sorts and figure out who's left and 
what's going to happen next. 

Don't forget out sister title, STAR 
TREK. This month brings the Mirror Uni- 
verse Story to an unexpected con- 
clusion as Kirk unites the Mirror- 
Klingon and Mirror-Romulan into a 
concentrated assault on the Empire. 
What will happen? It's on sale now, so 
don't miss it. 

We have two:other series worthy of 
your attention. Both make for wonderful 
introductions to our DC Universe and its 
myriad characters and settings. The first 
is WHO’S WHO, the only place you can 
find out all the facts and details about 
our-heroes and villains. It features all- 
new artwork and is the last word on 
where these people came from, how 
their powers work, and what they look 
like. Issue 4 is currently on sale and 
includes such familiar characters as 
Catwoman, Changeling, the Cheetah, 
and Captain Carrot. 

The second volume is a companion 
piece and is CRISIS ON INFINITE 
EARTHS. it’s a 12-issue maxi-series 
that celebrates our 50th Anniversary by 
blowing everything up. Well, not exact- 
ly. It does, however, affect all the titles 
we publish and will clean our house for 
the future, so now is a good time toget in 
and see what's going to happen. Issue3 
is now on sale andthe first heroes fall as 
things build towards the first of several 
climaxes. 

Keep those cards and letters 
coming—we very much want to know 
what you think of each and every issue 
we produce. Until next time, keep 
smiling and always, pre-ta-nama. 

-—Bob Greenberger 


> 1985 NOXELL CORP. 


Clean is good. 
Clear is better. 


Introducing Clear-Ups™ 
from Noxzema.?* 
When it comes to actually 
clearing your skin, Clear-Ups™ 
Medicated Cleansing 
Pads can clear the acne 
pimples you already have, 
absorb oil, and help prevent 
new pimples before they 
surface. Clear-Ups help re- 
move blackheads and 
open clogged pores with one 
of the most effective acne 
medicines you can buy. |n fact, 
there's nothing more effective. 
Better skin. 
That's the clear difference. 


